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Public  Health  Department, 
Maes teg. 

November,  1955  • 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Maesteg  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  in  the  absence  of  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital  statistics 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  for  the 
year  1954. 

The  contents  and  arrangements  of  the  Report  are  in  accordance 
with  the  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  : 

POPULATION.  There  was  an  increase  of  40  in  the 
Registrar -General 's  estimate  of  the  total  population,  frcm  22,880  in 
1953  to  22, 920  in  1954. 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  birth  rate  per  1,000  showed  a slight 
decrease.  In  1954  it  was  l6*10  and  18. 49  in  1953*  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  15.2  in  1954. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE.  The  death  rate  for  1954  was  13*09  Per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11. 3. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  Urban  District  was  300. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  The  death  rate  for  all  infants  under  one 
year  per  1,000  live  births,  was  51*49. 


HOME  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY  : 

The  service  for  domiciliary  nursing  and  midwifery  is 
administered  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  There  are  four 
district  nurses  and  four  midwives  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council.  Regular  sessions  are  held  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg,  and  clinics  at  Nantyffyllon 
and  Caerau,  for  babies,  children  and  expectant  mothers. 
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HOUSING  : 


The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  wa a 
approximately  750  at  the  end  of  1954. 


MILK  & DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  : 

One  milk  sample  taken  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle 
Bacilli.  The  usual  investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  and  his  final  report  stated  that  samples  of  milk 
taken  at  the  farm  in  question,  involving  18  cows,  were  certified 
non-tub erculous  on  biological  test. 


M/SS  RADIOGRAPHY  : 

The  X-Ray  Unit  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited 
the  District  for  the  fourth  time,  in  1954,  and  the  response  of  the 
general  population  was  again  good.  The  Survey  is  reported  fully  in 
the  body  of  the  Report. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PEP,  j^TMENT  - TRANSFER  OP  OP  IE  CBS  : 

On  September  20th,  1954,  the  Public  Health  Department 
Offices  were  transferred  to  the  Old  Post  Office  Buildings, 

No.  18  Talbot  Street,  Maesteg. 


DEPARTURE  OP  MEDICAL  OFHCER  OF  HEALTH  : 


Dr.  I. A.  Bolz,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Council 
from  1st  February,  1954  - January,  1955»  left  to  take  up  an 
appointment  in  Hampstead,  London,  on  1st  February,  1955* 


I desire  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  and  other  Committees  for  their  kindly  interest  and  support, 
and  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Officers  of  the  various  Departments 
for  the  full  measure  of  support  accorded  me  during  the  year. 

I acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  lcyal  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  M.  THOMAS . 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


t 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  6,709 

Population  1954  (Estimated ) ......  ......  22, 920 

" 1891  Census  9, 471  . 

’’  1901  " 15, 015 

" 19H  " 24,977 

" 1921  " 28,960 

" 1931  " 25,552 

u 1951  " 23,124 

Rateable  Value  of  1954  ......  £82,991 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Sate  £308 


Per  1,000  Live 
Persons 


Birth  Rate  for  1954  16.10 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  10  previous  years  ...  20.26 

Death  Rate  (from  /II  Causes)  for  1954  ......  13*09 

Average  Death  Rate  for  10  previous  years  ...  12. 51 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1954  0.6l 

Average  Death  Rate  fran  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

for  10  previous  years  O.56 

Death  Rate  from  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

for  1954  0.00 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1954  ......  51»49 

Average  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 

10  previous  years  49.47 
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extracts  hrom  vital  statistics 


Births  : - 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  171 
Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 
S till*"  Births  ...  ...  ...  3 
Birtn  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Birth  Rate,  England  & Wales  . . . 

188 

4 

7 

359 

10 

12 

l6.10 

15.2 

Deaths 

Males  - 172  Females  - 128  Total 

Death  Rate  ...  I3.O9 

Death  Rate,  England 

& Wales  ...  11.3 

0 

0 

cr\ 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Frau  Puerperal  Infections  ...  ... 

Other  Maternal  Infections  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

• • • 9 • 

• 99  99 

9 9 9 9 9 

. 0 

. 0 

0.00 

Deaths  of  Infanta  under  One  Year  of  Age 

L0gl"t  11118.170  0 • • •••  • 9 9 999 

• • • 

III 

19 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

9 9 9 

0 

1 0 L Ell  c • • « • 0 •••  999 

• 11 

9 9 9 

19 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ... 

• • • 

9 9 9 

31.49 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 

L egitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

III 

9 9 9 

13 

I ll©^lL*t/lIIl8"t/0  • • • • • 1 ©••  ••• 

• • • 

9 9 9 

0 

i olli  ell  •••  • • • 9 9 9 9 9 9 

• • • 

9 9 9 

13 

Sate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 

999 

9 9 9 

35.23 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  A Diarrhoea 

9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

(under  2 years) 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  ... 

999 

9 9 9 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  . . 

999 

9 9 9 

0 
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SUMMARY  OP  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OP  DEATH  AT  ALL  /DES 
AND  THEIR  RATES  ICR  THE  YEAR  1954 
(Civilian  and  Non-Civilian) 


Number  Rate 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• • • 

of  Deaths 

M P 

10  4 

Total 

14 

per 

1,000 

0.6l 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

4.  Diphtheria 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

0 • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

8.  Measles 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

9«  Other  Infective  & Parasitic 
Diseases 

• • • 

2 

0 

2 

0.09 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 

3 

4 

7 

0.31 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

2 

12 

0.52 

12,  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

• • • 

0 

5 

5 

0.22 

14,  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

• • ♦ 

17 

3 

22 

O.96 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

l6.  Diabetes 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

• • • 

20 

18 

38 

1,66 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

• • • 

23 

12 

35 

1.53 

19.  Hypertension,  •with  Heart  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

30 

42 

72 

3*14 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

• • • 

3 

6 

9 

0.39 

22.  Influenza 

• • • 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

23.  Pneumonia 

• • • 

6 

4 

10 

0.44 

24.  Bronchitis 

• • • 

8 

6 

14 

0.6l 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  respiratory 

system  ... 

7 

0 

7 

0.31 

2b.  Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

• • ♦ 

3 

0 

3 

0.13 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

l 

0 

1 

0.04 

28.  Nephritis  &.  'Nephrosis 

• • • 

2 

5 

7 

0.31 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

2 

0 

2 

0.09 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

0.17 

32.  Other  Defined  & Ill-Defined 
Dis  eos  es 

• • • 

9 

9 

13 

0*79 

33*  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

• ft  • 

5 

0 

5 

0.22 

34.  All  other  Accidents 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

0.44 

35*  Suicide 

• • • 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

36.  Homicide  & Operations  of  War 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

ALL  CAUSES  : Males  - 

172 

Females 

- 128 

Total  - 300 

Rate  per  1,000  - 13*09 
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WATER 
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Maesteg  is  a constituent  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board, 
and  the  water  supply  to  this  district  is  entirely  in  its  hands. 
Trunk  mains  link  up  the  water  supply  throughout  the  Mid -Glamorgan 
Area. 


The  necessity  of  maintaining  a pure  supply  of  water  fron 
the  Board's  sources  is  the  constant  concern  of  the  Board. 

During  the  year,  24  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the 
Health  Department  for  analyses  to  the  County  Laboratory.  The 
samples  are  specified  below  : - 


T aken  from 

Date 

Bacteriological  Chemical 

Examination 

Analysis 

Tap, 

Talbot  Street 

27.1.54. 

S atisf actory 

- 

Tap, 

Duffryn  Road 

27.1.54. 

11  11 

- 

Tap, 

Alma  Road 

15.6.54. 

n n 

- 

Tap, 

Talbot  Street 

15.6.54. 

11  11 

- 

Tap, 

Bridgend  Road 

15.6.54. 

n it 

- 

Tap, 

Navigation 

Hotel 

29.6.54. 

n 11 

- 

Tap, 

Caerau  Road 

29.6.54. 

ti  it 

A soft  neutral  water. 
Chemical  and  physical 
characters  satisfactory. 

Tap, 

High  Street 

29.6.54. 

tt  I! 

A soft  neutral  water 

Maesteg  Swimming 

Pool,  Shallow  End  1.7*54. 


containing  fair  amount 
dissolved  iron.  Chemical 
analysis  indicates  sample 
to  be  of  good  organic 
quality  but  physical 
characters  are  unsatisfactory 
owing  to  the  high  figures 
for  colour  and  suspended 
matter. 

The  physical  characters 
are  satisfactory. 


Maesteg  Swimming 

Pool,  Deep  End  1.  7«  54. 


The  physical  characters 
are  satisfactory. 
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WATER  (CONTINUED) 


Taken  frcrn 

Date 

Bacteriologicad 

Chemical 

Garth  Swimming 
Pool,  Shallow  End 

1.7.54. 

Examination 

Satisfactory 

AnoJ.ysis 

Garth  Swimming 
Pool,  Deep  End 

1.7.54. 

n n 

The  physical  characters 

Tap,  Town  Hall 

2.O.IO.54. 

» II 

are  satisfactory, 
sample  is  acid  in 

Thi3 

reacti on . 

Tap,  Coqgnant  Road 

20.10.54. 

Uns  atisf  actory 

- 

Tap,  Castle  Street 

20.10.54. 

H II 

- 

Tap,  Caerau  Road 

23.10.54. 

II  II 

- 

Tap,  Castle  Street 

1.11.54. 

Satisfactory 

- 

Tap,  Caerau  Road 

1.11.54. 

ir  11 

- 

Tap,  Coegnant  Road 

1.11.54. 

it  n 

- 

With  the  exception  of  those  belonging  to  the  Swimming  Pools,  copies 
of  all  Laboratory  Reports  on  examination  of  samples  taken,  were  forwarded 
to  the  Manager,  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  The  results  of  the  samples 
taken  from  the  Swimming  Pools  were  communicated  to  the  Council's 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

During  the  year  1954,  106  yards  of  6"  Water  Main  at  the  Park 
Housing  Estate,  Maesteg,  was  renewed. 

There  was  an  adequate  supply  of  water  maintained  during  the  year. 

All  houses  in  the  Maesteg  District  are  supplied  from  the  public 
water  mains,  with  the  exception  of  outlying  farms  and  cottages. 


r 


The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  registered  at  the  Council's  Welfare  Park,  was  105.42  inches 


i 

0 
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HOUSING 


Little  hope  can  be  entertained,  it  is  evident,  for  any  large-scale 
operations  being  carried  out  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  until 
the  demand  for  houses  by  persons  inadequately  housed  has  been 
fulfilled. 

During  the  year  under  review,  housing  accommodation  had  been 
found  for  48  families,  and  the  number  of  applications  on  the  waiting 
list  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  750. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1954  i“ 

By  dhe  Local  Authority  .........  30 

EJy  other  persons  or  bodies  3 (Bungalows) 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  :~ 

(a)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  743 

(b)  Other  powers  10 


DISINFESTATION 


D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  in  various  forms  v/ere  used  for  the 
disinfestation  of  Council  and  private  dwellings  during  tho  year. 

When  a new  house  has  been  allocated  by  the  Council  to  a 
tenant,  the  Health  Department  is  notified  and  the  old  house  and 
furniture  are  inspected  before  the  new  residence  is  taken  up  by  the 
t enant . 

The  Table  below  gives  the  number  of  houses  treated  during  1954  !" 


New  Council  houses  26 

Private  dwellings 
(previous  to  occupation  of 

Council  house)  10 

Council  Houses  (Bug  Infestation)  ...  15 

Private  dwellings  " " 

Council  Houses  (Cockroach  Infestation)  20 

Private  dwellings  " w 3^ 

Council  Houses  ( Ant  Infestation)  13 

Private  dwellings  " " ....  20 
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I am  afraid  that  the  presence  of  mice,  bed  bugs,  ants, 
cockroaches  and  woodworm  is  often  looked  upon  by  certain  occupants 
and  owners  with  a degree  of  apathy,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  take  a greater  part  in  their  eradication. 

It  is  so  easy  to  adopt  a complacent  attitude,  knowing  full 
well  that  the  Health  Department  will  do  the  work  of  disinf  es  tat  ion 
for  which  no  charge  is  made. 

No  charge  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for  such  services, 
but  seme  local  authorities  make  small  charges  and  in  these  days  when 
bugs,  fleas,  cockroaches,  ants  and  other  pests  are  reported,  it  is 
of  some  importance  that  occupants  should  be  made  to  realise  their 
obligations,  and  assistance  by  the  Department  should  only  be  given 
subject  to  the  occupants  and/or  owners  doing  their  share,  failing 
which  Notices  should  be  served  compelling  eradication.  Such 
action  would,  I believe,  impress  upon  the  occupiers  and  owners  their 
responsibility  in  the  matter. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 
OERTIFI  OATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


During  the  year  under  review,  23  applieations  were  received 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  provisions  of  the  above  Act, 
which  came  into  operation  on  30th  August,  1555* 

Of  the  23  applications  received,  22  were  granted. 

The  conditions  under  which  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
sought  arose  after  the  receipt  of  notification  concerning  increased 
rent,  by  the  tenant. 

Upon  receipt  of  applications,  each  house  is  inspected  to 
ascertain  'whether  it  is  in  good  sti'uctural  and  decorative  repair, 
and  reasonably  suitable  for  occupation;  and  upon  every  occasion 
an  application  is  received  for  a Certificate  or  Revocation  of  a 
Certificate,  a detailed  inspection  of  the  property  is  made,  and  any 
decision  that  a Certificate  should  be  issued,  refused  or  revoked,  i 
only  made  after  serious  consideration  by  the  Local  Authority. 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS, 

1920  - 1939 

RENT  CERTIFICATES 


During  the  year,  12  applications  were  received  for  Rent 
Certificates  under  provisions  of  the  above  Acts . 

Of  the  12  applications  received,  11  were  granted. 


FLOOD  DAMAGE  FOLLOWING  FREAK  THUNDERSTORM 
AUGUST  2 2ND,  1954 


For  record  purposes,  may  I recall  the  severe  flooding  of 
dwellings,  business  premises  and  of  farmsteads  in  the  Garth  Area 
on  August  22nd,  1954. 

The  thunderstorm  occurred  during  the  afternoon,  the  sudden 
torrential  rain  sweeping  down  from  the  surrounding  higher  levels  and 
waters  from  mountain  streams,  caused  considerable  damage  to  roads  and 
property. 

The  heavy  rainfall  was  preceded  by  hail-stones,  violent  thunder, 
and  lightning.  After  the  cloudburst  it  is  estimated  that  four  inches 
of  rain  fell  in  ninety  minutes  and  then  came  hail-stones  of 
abnormal  size  which  prevented  measuring  the  full  extent  of  the 
downpour. 

Torrents  of  muddy  water  rushed  through  the  streets  when  the 
River  Llynfi  and  mountain  streams  overflowed.  Large  quantities  of 
debris  washed  down  by  the  sudden  downpour  caused  blockage  of  culverts 
and  drainage  systems.  Water  raced  down  the  mountain  slopes  and  then 
through  some  of  the  houses  at  Bridgend  Road,  the  road  being  covered 
at  some  points  to  a depth  of  five  feet. 

Council  Officials  and  Workmen  were  on  duty  until  midnight, 
clearing  debris  from  the  roads,  and  were  again  at  the  work  from  an 
early  hour  the  following  day. 

Approximately  seventy  dwelling-houses  were  affected,  the 
Heolfaen  Area  in  particular . At  the  lower  end  of  Bridgend  Road  the 
kitchen  floor  of  a dwelling-house  collapsed,  and  ether  extensive 
damage  caused  by  the  sudden  torrent  of  water  that  swept  through  from 
the  back  door  out  through  the  front,  the  family  being  rendered 
homeless  and  had  to  find  temporary  accommodation. 

The  basements  opposite  Cwmdu  Library  were  flooded,  causing 
considerable  damage  to  household  furnishings  and  personal  belongings. 
Merchandise  stored  in  one  grocery  store  basement  in  the  vicinity 
was  ruined,  the  store-room  being  flooded  to  ceiling  level.  Families 
living  in  the  basements  had  remarkable  escapes  as  the  water  in  some 
of  the  rooms  was  shoulder  high. 

Many  houses  at  the  Turberville  Housing  Estate  were  flooded. 

There  the  water  rushed  down  the  hilly  slopes,  washing  away  part  of  a 
railway  embankment  and  then  racing  through  the  houses.  Several 
houses  where  families  were  away  on  holiday  had  to  be  broken  into  in 
order  to  save  a3  much  of  the  furniture  as  possible. 


-14- 


Cattle  were  trapped  in  the  slaughterhouse  situated  at  the  rear 
of  No.  263  Bridgend  Hoad,  but  were  saved  when  the  storm  abated, 
leaving  tons  of  silt  and  rubble  about  the  roads. 

Several  of  the  occupants  of  the  damaged  houses  were  given 
shelter  at  the  houses  of  relatives  and  neighbours. 

A tour  of  inspection  was  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
Councillor  Stanley  Lewis,  J.P.,  together  with  other  Members  and 
Officials  of  the  Authority  to  assess  the  extent  of  the  damage  which 
had  occurred. 

Consequently,  an  emergency  meeting  was  called  to  deal  with  the 
situation,  a ’Flood  Relief  Fund'  was  inaugurated  and  a sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  donated  by  the  Local  Authority  to  start  the  fund. 

Also  an  appeal  was  made  for  donations  and  clothing  to  relieve  the 
distressed  families. 

Valuable  assistance  was  thus  rendered  to  the  distressed  and 
alternative  temporary  accommodation  provided  for  those  whose 
dwellings  had  been  rendered  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  Glamorgan  Fire  Service  rendered  considerable  aid  with 
'pimping  out  operations.’ 

The  storm  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  disastrous  ever 
experienced  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  and  was  such  that  Evening  Chapel 
Services  were  abandoned  for  the  first  time  on  record  in  the  Garth 
Area. 


Lightning  often  brings  death,  but  happily  and  astonishingly, 
such  by -passed  the  ’Old  Parish  that  Sunday  afternoon. 


;CN  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
RODENT  CONTROL  ACTIVITIES 


5 


■A 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  Health  Services  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  :- 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

4.  Hone  Nursing. 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Anbulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

These  services  are  administered  through  the  Divisional  Office, 
County  Council  Offices,  Wuarella  Road,  Bridgend,  with  the  exception 
of  Lunacy,  Mental  Health  and  the  County  Anbulance  Service. 

The  Hospitals  of  Mid-Glamorgan  are  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management 
Committee  in  Neath. 


(1)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  school -children  and  the  holding  of 
Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  i3  done  by  the  County 
Council.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodically  and  from 
the  school  inspections,  referred  to  the  various  clinics  if  so 
required. 

Cod  liver  oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or 
under -development • In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  special  steps  are 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  school  authorities  to  exclude  all 
scholars  who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 


(2) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  an  ante-natal  clinic 
every  Monday  afternoon  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Church  Street,  Maesteg.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides,  in 
addition,  ante-natal  clinics  attended  by  Local  Practitioners,  in 
the  same  building. 

Child  V/ elf  are  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  morning  and 
afternoon,  while,  in  addition,  clinics  are  held  fortnightly  in 
Trinity  Church  Hall,  Nantyffyllon  on  Thursdays,  and  in  the 
Spiritualist  Church  Hall,  Caerau  on  Wednesdays. 

The  Maesteg  Maternity  Home  provides  accommodation  for  11 
patients  and  cases  are  referred  to  this  institution  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  at  Bridgend.  Other  cases  are  delivered  by  the 
County  Midwives  at  home  or  referred  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
for  delivery,  abnormalities  or  emergencies.  All  maternity  bookings 
arc  dono  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wolf  are  Clinics  hold  at 
Maesteg. 

The  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  caro  and  treatment 
of  deformed,  montally  defective  and  handicapped  children.  These 
cases  are  solocted  from  school  modical  inspections  and  child  welfare 
clinics  or  referred  by  general  practitioners.  In  Maesteg  a school 
clinic  is  provided  in  Plasnowydd  School  for  Dontal,  Orthopaedic  and 
Refraction  casos.  Illegitimate,  homeless  and  noglocted  children  are 
providod  for  in  tho  Cottage  Homo,  Bridgond,  through  tho  Children's 
Officer. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

(3)  Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

A Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings 
of  each  week. 


(4)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  stationed  locally, 
have  a temporary  office  in  Church  Street,  Maesteg. 

Medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  casos  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  medical  practitioner  or  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  like  homeless,  abandoned 
or  neglected  individuals,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  welfare 
authorities. 
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(5) 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for 
18  patients. 


(6)  smallpox 

Cases  of  suspected  or  confirmed  Smallpox  in  South  Wales  will 
be  admitted  in  the  first  instance  to  Ponrhys  Hospital,  Bhondda. 

This  Hospital  can  be  made  ready  to  admit  patients  within  an  hour 
from  the  time  of  notification.  Where  the  consultant  decides  that 
a case  should  bo  admitted  to  a smallpox  hospital  ho  will  arrange 
directly  with  Ponrhys  Hospital  for  the  Hospital  to  bo  mado  ready 
to  receive  the  pationt. 

The  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital  for  Smallpox  is  available 
for  the  chronic  sick  and  provides  accommodation  for  18  patients. 


(7)  GENEBAL 

The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  provides  accomodation  for 
58  patients. 


(8)  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a vaccination  centre 
in  Maesteg  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  medical  practitioner 
by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated. 

An  immunisation  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  on  Thursday  mornings 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg, 
where  immunisations  are  performed  free  of  charge. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Office 
in  Bridgend,  while  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff. 
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(9) 


/iMBULiUMCBS 


The  Ambulanco  servicos  aro  undor  the  direction  of  tho  County 
Council.  ALL  CALLS  for  tho  sorvico  aro  dealt  with  via  tho  main  station 
at  Aberkonfig  ( Tolophono  No.  - ABEBKE2N5IG  303),  whilo  sub-stations  aro 
established  in  tho  Maostog  General  Hospital  and  in  Caorau.  Requests 
for  ambulances  not  required  until  the  next  day  are  met  by  means  of  a 
certificate  signed  by  a doctor,  nurse  or  midwife  and  handed  in  at  the 
local  ambulance  station  not  later  than  8 p.m.  on  the  previous  day. 

In  emergencies,  or  ambulances  required  on  the  same  day,  the 
requests  are  made  by  telephone  to  Aberkenfig  and  the  certificate  handed 
to  the  ambulance  driver  when  conveying  the  patient.  The  conveyance  of 
maternity  cases  is  arranged  in  the  same  manner.  In  cases  of  accidents 
or  other  sudden  emergencies  occurring  immediately  adjacent  to  an 
ambulance  sub-station,  drivers  have  been  instructed  to  deal  with  the 
emergency  and  thaas elves  inform  the  ambulance  control  station  of  the 
action  they  are  taking,  provided  an  ambulance  is  available  in  the 
sub-station  at  the  time  of  the  emergency. 


(10)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

The  County  Council  provides  for  the  following  Clinics 


1 . .Ante -Natal 

• • • 

Mondcy  afternoons  . . 

. Maes tog 

2.  Child  V/ elf  are 

• • • 

Tuesdays  all  day  . • 

• Maes  teg 

3.  Child  Welfare 

• • • 

Wednesday  afternoons 
( f ortnightly ) 

Caerau 

4.  Child  Welfare 

• • • 

Thursday  afternoons  . • 
(fortnightly) 

• Nantyffyllo 

5*  Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

• • • 

Thursday  mornings  . . 

(fortnightly) 

. Maes teg 

6.  Birth  Control 

• • • 

1st  and  3^d  Wednesdays 
( monthly ) 

Bridgend 

S chool  Clinics  : - 

7.  Orthopaedic 

• • • 

3rd  Thursday  in  month 

Plasnewydd 
School,  Maes  teg 

8.  Refraction 

• • • 

Periodically  as 
required 

Plasnewydd 
School,  Maesteg 

9.  Dental 

i 

o 

CO 

. 1 
• 

• 

Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  afternoons 
and  all  day  Thursday 

Plasnewydd 
School,  Maesteg 

r 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  for 
1.  Clinics  in  the  Maesteg  General  Hospital  - 


Medical  . . . 

• • • 

Alternative  Tuesday  afternoons 
Alternative  Wednesday  mornings 

Surgical  ... 

• • • 

Thursday  afternoons 

Gynaecological  ... 

• • • 

Alternative  Tuesday  mornings 
Alternative  Friday  mornings 

Ophthalmic  ... 

• « • 

Periodically 
Tuesday  mornings 

E.N.  T.  ... 

• • • 

Indefinite 

Alternative  Monday  mornings 
Wednesday  mornings 

Dermatology  ... 

• • • 

As  required 

Paediatrics  . . . 

• • • 

Thursday  afternoons  (monthly) 

Radiology  . . . 

• • • 

Daily 

2#  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  General  Practitioners  in  relation  to 
the  Maternity  Heme,  in  the  Child  V/ elf  are  Centre,  Maesteg. 

3.  Chest  Clinics  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  in  the  Maesteg 
Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maesteg. 

4.  Venereal  Diseases  - V.D.  Clinic,  opposite  General  Station, 
Port  Talbot.  Treatment  is  free  and  confidential. 


(11)  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  are  carried 
out  free  of  charge  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff. 
Chemical  analysis  is  also  undertaken,  for  which  a charge  is 
made. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  176 
PCMER  OP  LOCAL  .AUTHORITY  IN  RESPECT  OP  THE  PREVENTION 
AND  TREATMENT  OP  BLINDNESS. 


All  arrangements  under  this  Section  are  undertaken  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council. 


CO-OPERATION  OP  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 


The  Inspector  of  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  maintains  close 
co-operation  with  the  Department.  This  Official  is  always 
prepared  to  intervene  in  the  interests  of  neglected  or  ill-treated 
children,  and  has  investigated  a number  of  cases  during  the 
year  at  the  request  of  the  Department. 


CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISE/SES 


Premises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease  occur  are  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  taking  of  swabs  and  immunisation 
of  all  contacts  where  applicable,  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Seme  cases  are  removed  to  the  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  or, 
alternatively,  to  another  Hospital,  as  required,  for  the  most 
suitable  Isolation  of  the  patient  possible;  this  is  sometimes 
dependent  upon  accommodation  available  at  the  hospitals. 

After  removal  to  hospital,  infected  rooms  are  disinfected 
by  the  Department.  When  the  patient  is  kept  at  home,  this  is  done 
after  termination  of  the  illness.  If  necessary,  infected  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.,  are  removed  and  steam-disinf ectod  at  tho  Isolation 
Hospital. 


-22- 


<e 


INFECTIOUS  DISE/EES 
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INF ANT  DEATHS,  1954 


S ex 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

1 week 

la)  Prematurity 

M 

2 months 

Acut  e Gas  t r o-En t er i ti s 

M 

7 days 

1c.)  Acute  Bronchitis 
II  Prauiturity 

M 

3 days 

la)  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

M 

4 days 

la)  Atelectasis 

M 

3 weeks 

Acute  Bronchitis  and  Interstitial 
Pneumonia 

M 

4 months 

la)  Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia 

M 

2 days 

la)  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
b)  Brain  Nocrosis 

M 

3 months 

la)  Acute  Bronchitis 

M 

5 hours 

la)  Prematurity 

F 

1 day 

la)  Prematurity  (weight  at  birth  - 
1 lb.  8 os) . 

F 

5 months 

Toxaemia  due  to  Extensive  Pneumoni 
- Inquest  - P.M. 

F 

30  minutes 

la)  Prematurity 

F 

2 days 

la)  Asphyxia  Pallida, 
b)  Congenital  Atelectasis 

F 

10  months 

la)  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

F 

1 day 

la)  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

F 

6 days 

la)  Inanition 
b)  Prematurity 

II  Multiple  Foetal  abnormalities 
of  Development 

F 

15  hours 

la)  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

F 

2 months 

la)  Broncho-Pneumonia 
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SUMMARY-  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANIT.EY  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


INSPECTIONS 

Water  Supply  .... 

Drainage  .... 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Offensive  Trades  .... 

Factories  and  Workshops 
Bakehouses  .... 

Public  Conveniences 
Theatres,  etc.  .... 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
fiats  and  Mice  .... 

Houses  under  the  Public  Health  an 
Overcrowding  .... 

Verminous  Premises  .... 
Infectious  Diseases 
Food  Shops  .... 

Dairies  .... 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .... 
Slaughterhouses  .... 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .... 

Pet  Animals  Shop  (Market  Stall) 


Housing 


« • • • 

• • 9 9 

21} 

• • • • 

• • • • 

42 

• • • • 

• • » 3 

9 

• • • • 

• • • • 

10 

• • • • 

• O O • 

57 

• • • • 

9 c 0 e 

49 

• • • • 

• • « 9 

56 

• • ® • 

• • • • 

18 

• • • 9 

• • * • 

55 

• • • • 

9 • • • 

24 

Acts 

• • • • 

876 

• • • • 

9 9 9 9 

9 

• • • • 

9 0 9 9 

19 

• • • • 

• 0 • # 

31 

• • • • 

9 0 0 0 

280 

• • • • 

• 0 • • 

12 

• • • • 

• 0 0 • 

63 

• • • • 

• c • • 

310 

• » • • 

• 09* 

28 

• • • • 

• • • • 

3 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
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OUT  7QRE  (SECTIOi'E  110  & 111) 


•» 


STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 


During  the  year,  144  Abatement  Notices,  under  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&,  were  served. 

45  Notices  under  Section  138,  public  Health  Act,  1936  and 
Section  30,  Water  Act,  1945  were  served,  to  provide  dwellings 
with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  sanitary 
purposes. 

The  following  Notices  were  served  in  addition  to  the 
above,  under  various  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Housing  Act,  193&  and  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions  Act,  1953)  •- 


ACT 


NUMBER  OF  NOTICES 
SERVED 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

Section  58  (Dangerous  structure)  . 
Section  39(  i ) ( c ) (Drainage) 

Section  83  (To  cleanse  premises) 

Housing  Act,  19 3^  and  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions 
Act.  1953)  : 

Section  11  (Time  & Place)  . 

Section  12  (Time  & Place) 

Section  12  (Closing  Order)  . 


1 

10 

1 


3 

1 

1 


PROCEEDINGS 


Arising  from  the  Abatement  Notices  servod  under  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Court  Proceedings  were  instituted 
against  property  owners  for  failure  to  abate  nuisances,  etc., 
arising  from  structural  and  sanitary  defects,  in  respect  of 
26  properties.  Court  Orders  wore  made  for  the  repairs  to  be  carried 
out  in  respect  of  14  properties. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

^ national  assistance  (amendment)  act,  1951 

REMOVAL  OP  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OP  CARE  AND 
attention 


One  case  of  an  aged  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and 
unable  to  provide  for  himself,  was  dealt  with  under  provisions  of 
the  above-mentioned  Acts  during  the  year.  The  case  was  removed  to 
Tegfan  Hostel,  Aberdare. 

The  Acts  provide  for  the  securing  of  necessary  care  and 
attention  for  persons  who  - 

(a)  axe  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being 
aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  axe  living 
in  insanitaxy  conditions,  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not 
receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
BURIAL  CR  CREMATION  OP  THE  DE/D 


Two  burials  were  arranged  under  this  Act  during  the  year 

1954. 


OPHTH ALMI A NEONAT  ORUM 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


POLIOMYELITIS  & POLIOENCEPHALITIS 
There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


POOD  POISONING 

There  were  3 cases  notified  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


* 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  Other  Forms)  received,  was  40.  This 
figure  shows  an  increase  of  5 on  the  previous  year* 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  was  15  males  and  20  females.  Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
3 males  and  2 females. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  14. 

The  distribution  of  notifications  and  deaths  is  as  follows 

NOTIFICATIONS  DEATHS 

WARD  PULMONARY  N0N-PULM0NARY  PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 


Caerau  ...  11  3 

Nantyf fyllon  5 0 


5 

3 


East  ...  12 


1 


2 


West  ...  7 


1 


4 


T otals  ...  33  5 14 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 
diagnosis  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were  242  cases  on 
the  Department's  Register,  made  up  as  follows  5- 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Males 

• • • 

96 

17 

Females 

• • • 

lOo 

23 

Totals 

• • • 

202 

40 

No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis,  but  left  to  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance,  who 
either  directly  or  through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  obtains  the 
assistance  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board.  No  action  for  the 
removal  of  patients  under  Section  172,  Public  Health  Act,  193&  '7aa 
made  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - 1954 
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Miss  radiography 


The  Mr.ss  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 
visited  Maesteg  for  the  fourth  timo,  during  the  month  of  November,  1954. 

Previous  Surveys  were  held  here  during  1947,  1949  and  1951® 

As  on  previous  occasions,  the  response  was  very  good  and  a total 
of  7, 290  people  (including  719  of  school  age),  examined. 

Publicity  for  the  Survey  was  shared  between  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  Staff  of  the  X-Ray  Unit.  Posters  and  leaflets  wore 
supplied  free  of  charge  by  tho  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  leaflets 
were  distributed  to  each  house  in  the  District  and  a temporc.ry 
employee  engaged  by  the  Council  for  the  purpose. 

The  Public  address  equipment  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  was 
also  in  action  and  articles  appeared  in  the  local  Press,  thus  giving 
adequate  propaganda  to  the  Survqy. 

Prior  to  commencement  of  the  Survey,  a load  was  givon  to  the 
public  by  tho  attendance  for  X-Ray  of  Members  and  Officials  of  tho 
Council . 

Comparative  figures  for  the  previous  Surveys,  are  as  follows  :- 


Year 

Total  Number  X -Rayed 
(General  Population  only) 

1947 

3, 002 

1949 

2,627 

1951 

3,254 

Though  school -children  are  included  in  the  total  number  examined 
during  the  1954  Survey,  the  figure  of  attendance  amongst  the  adult 
population  has  increased. 

Table  I gives  the  total  number  X-Rayed,  divided  into  age  and 
sex  groups,  and  the  percentage  of  abnormalities  found. 

Table  II  gives  details  of  ’Other  .Abnormalities ' found,  which 
excludes  Tuberculosis. 

Table  III  gives  details  of  the  Survey  of  school-children  only. 
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DETAILS  OP  1 OTHER  ABNORMALITIES  1 POUND  AMONGST 


THE  GENERAL  POHJL/JION  AND  SCHOOL-CHILD5EN. 


Males  Penal  es 

Bony  abnormality  8 l6 
Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  l6  2 
Bronchiectasis  1 3 
Pulmonary  Fibrosis  15  4 


Pneumokoniosi3  Stage  1 - 147 

” 2 - 247 

H 3-87 


pmp  - 79 

Stage  not  known  - 15  575 

Basal  Fibrosis  1 1 

Thickened  Pleura  8 4 

Pleural  Effusion  ......  1 

Intrathoracic  Growths  - 1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  1 1 

Acquired  Heart  Disease  5 9 

Healed  Primary  P.T.  3 8 

Healed  Post  Primary  P.T.  ......  18  20 

Dextro  Cardia  ......  - 1 

Abnormality  of  Diaphragm  1 

Agenesis  of  Lung  - 1 

T otals  653  71 


Total 

24 

18 

4 

19 


575 

2 

12 

1 

1 

2 

14 

11 

38 

1 

1 

1 


724 
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SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES 
SLAUGHTERING  AND  MEAT  I NS  RECTI  ON 


The  Ministry  of  Food  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals,  on  29th  June,  1954  and  private  slaughtering 
re-commenced  on  2nd  July,  1954.  On  and  after  that  date  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption  was  subject 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 
to  1952  and  of  any  local  acts  or  bye-laws. 

Since  April,  1940  the  slaughtering  and  preparation  of  animals 
for  human  consumption  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Urban  Area  under 
the  management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  at  the  Slaughterhouse 
situated  at  the  rear  of  No.  263  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg,  and  for  a 
brief  period  at  the  Slaughterhouse  situated  at  the  rear  of  No.  48 
Commercial  Street,  Maesteg. 

Prior  to  April,  1940  there  were  in  operation  within  the  Area, 
one  Registered  and  eight  Licensed  slaughterhouses,  situated  as 
follows  5 - 


REGISTERED  : 

(1)  Situated  at  the  rear  of  Fowler’s  Place,  Caerau. 


LICENSED  : 

(1)  Situated  at  the  rear  of  No.  176  Caerau  Road,  Caerau. 

(2)  " " " " ” " 122  Caerau  Road,  Caerau. 

(3)  " ” ” " " u Q~Ja  Piet  on  Street, 

Nantyffyllon. 

(4)  " " " " " " 23  Commercial  Street,  Maesteg. 

(4)  ” " " " n " 119  Bethania  Street,  Maesteg. 

(6)  " ” " " “ 11  194  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg. 

(7)  " " ” " ” " 48  Commercial  Street,  Maesteg. 

(8)  " " " " " " 263  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg. 


Although  the  Slaughterhouse  at  No.  263  Bridgend  Road, 
presumedly  it  being  'the  best  of  the  bunch,  ' was  ear -marked  and  used 
by  the  Ministry,  it  falls  short  of  modern  requirements. 

As  the  responsibility  of  providing  slaughtering  facilities 
again  became  that  of  the  Local  Authority,  an  application  was  made  by 
the  Maesteg  & District  Butcher’s  Group  for  the  re-licensing  of  the 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Area  and  the  following  two 
slaughterhouses  were  licensed,  as  a short-term  policy  :- 

No.  263  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg. 

No.  122  Caerau  Road,  Caerau, 
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Tn®  remaining  slaughterhouses,  owing  to  their  dilapidated 
con  ition  or  defective  structural  design,  v/ere  considered  by  the 
Locai  Authority  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  they  did  not  conform  to 
modern  hygienic  standards. 

nf  have  lo^  been  of  ^he  opinion  that  it  is  only  by  inspection 

of  the  animals  before  slaughtering,  and  at  the  time  of  slaughter 

“ ralt^  s immediately  after  slaughtering,  that  a trustworthy 
v a+  i°  thS  soundness  of  meat  can  be  given,  and  that  can 

pSL:  °ut  in  a TOll-«ted  ■ 

I have  also  in  mind  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and 
I appreciate  that  a_  certain  amount  of  suffering  is  inseparable  froa 
slaughter  ol  animal  life  for  the  provision  of  human  food;,  but 
that  may  be  enormously  aggravated  on  the  one  hand  or  minimised  on 
he  other,  by  the  way  arid  circumstances  the  slaughter  is  carried 
out.  In  private  slaughterhouses,  owing  to  thoughtlessness  or 
heir  faulty  construction,  there  is  an  amount  of  suffering  which 
cannot  occur  in  a well-appointed  and  supervised  slaughterhouse.  I 
am  aware  that  the  expenditure  in  a public  slaughterhouse  would, 
undoubtediy,  exceed  the  receipts,  but  I m sincerely  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  still  be  a profitable  investment  for  a Local  Authoritv 

or  group  of  Authorities  fc y contributing  to  the  good  health  of  the 
community. 


REGISTRATION  OP  PREMISES 
THE  POOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


.Registration  of  one  premises  was  granted  during  the  year 
for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  food  intended  for  sale  under 
provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

There  are  twelve  premises  registered  within  ihe  Urban  Area 
for  this  purpose. 
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SUMMARY  OP  THE  MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31S  T DECEMBER,  1954 


Reason  for 

Description  Condemnation 


Approximate 
V/  eight 
(lbs) 


5 Whole 

3ovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

2,532 

3 Part 

!l  II 

Tuberculosis 

632 

Beef 

Bruised 

360 

Beef 

Bone  Taint 

393 

233  Bovine  Livers 

Parasitic  Disease 

2, 330 

63  " 

Lungs 

Parasitic  Disease 

315 

39 

Heads 

Tuberculosis 

780 

43  " 

Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

258 

8 

Livers 

Tuberculosis 

80 

7 Sheen  Carcases 

Bnaciation  & Parasitic  Disease 

196 

319  » 

Plucks 

Parasitic  Disease 

1,276 

623  " 

Livers 

Parasitic  Disease 

1,356 

4 Calves'  Plucks 

Parotitic  Disease 

12 

8 Pig's 

Heads 

Tuberculosis 

80 

22  " 

Plucks 

Parasitic  & Bacterial  Disease 

66 

10  " 

Livers 

Parasitic  & Bacterial  Disease 

20 

T otal  

10, 6s6 

Other  Poods  : - 


T inned  S oup 

Dec  omp  os  it i on 

& 

Blown 

239 

Preserved  Meat 

Decomposition 

& 

Blown 

405 

(Y 

Fruit  & Veg. 

Dec  omp  os i ti on 

& 

Blown 

709 

it 

Beans 

Decomposition 

& 

Blown 

68 

it 

Milk 

Decomposition 

& 

Blown 

129 

V 

Pish 

Decomposition 

& 

Blown 

70 

Wet  Pish 

Decomposition 

226 

Dry  Pish 

Decompositi  on 

104 

Raisins 

Mould 

99 

S ausages 

Dec  omp  os iti on 

20 

Pig's  Feet 

Decomposition 

112 

Tea 

Damp 

14 

Almonds 

Damp 

6 

Rice 

Contaminated 

13 

Total  2, '214 


Miscellaneous  foodstuffs  condemned  were  disposed  of  by  burial 
at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips. 
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CARCASES  II'CPECTSD  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

756 

498 

3,410 

1,365 

Number  inspected  . .. 

756 

460 

5,100 

1, 200 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condanned 

• 1 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

246 

4 

947 

22 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ... 

327$ 

0.9$ 

13^ 

1.8 / 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

Carcases  of  which  sane 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  .... 

66 

- 

I 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ... 

! 

VO 

: VjO 

! ^ 
j 

0.6 ! 

SLAUGHTER  OP  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 


13  Licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the  year, 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  Act  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  regarding  the  humane  slaughter  of  animals, 
including  sheep  and  lamb3,  were  carried  out. 
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THE  FOOD  & DRUGS  ACTS,  1938-50 


> 


We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
following  summary  of  articles  sampled  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year 


Milk 

Butter 

Sterilised  Cream 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
Ice  Cream 
Sponge  Mixture 
Baking  Powder 
Icing  Sugar 
Stomach  Powder 
Golden  Raising  Powder 
Aspirin  Tablets 
Sweets 
Rum 

Canned  Blackberries 
Pie  Filling 
Corned  Beef 
Whipping  Compound 
Beef  Sausages 
Marmalade 
Rice 

Pickling  Spice 
Tea 

Cake  Mixture 
Life  Drops 
Dried  Peas 
C aimed  Apples 
Vinegar 

Canned  Tomatoes 
Canned  Strawberries 
Canned  Gooseberries 
Canned  Grapefruit 
Tomato  Cream  Soup 
Margarine 
Non  Alcoholic  Wine 
Dessert  Powder 
Dessicated  Coconut 
Trifle  Pack 
Glace  Cherries 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Non  Brewed  Condiment 
Condensed  Milk 
Ground  Almonds 
Fever  Surer 


16 

6 

7 

2 

6 

7 

3 

2 
2 
2 
1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

l 

l 

l 

1 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Laxative  1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  3 

Cheese  Spread  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  1 

Fish  Paste  1 

Sauce  3 

Canned  S oup  1 

Essence  of  Rennett  1 

Milk  Beverage  1 

Epsom  Salts  1 

Ground  Cinnamon  1 

Gravy  Browning  1 

Blackcurrant  Cordial  1 

Vitamin  Capsules  etc  4 

Lard  1 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 
LICENSING  OP  PET  SHOPS 


No  person  shall  keep  a Pet  Shop  except  under  the  authority 
of  a licence  granted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
above-mentioned  Act. 

During  the  year,  one  Licence  was  renewed  in  respect  of  a 
Pet  Shop  situated  in  the  Indoor  Market,  Maesteg. 

The  Act  provides 

(a)  that  animals  will  at  .all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation 
suitable  os  rospects  size,  temperature,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

(b)  that  animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable 
food  and  drink  and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at 
suitable  intervals. 

(c)  that  animals,  being  mammals,  will  not  be  sold  at  too 
early  -an  age. 

(d)  that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  among  animals  of  infectious  diseases. 

(e)  that  appropriate  steps  vail  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  emergency. 


OLD  METAL  AND  MARINE  STORES 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1907, 
SECTION  86 


During  tho  year,  two  Dealers  were  Registered  under  provisions 
of  the  above-mentioned  Act  to  trade  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Stores. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  193&  - SECTION  107 

Renewal  of  Consent  to  Establish  an  Offensive  Trade  was  granted 
to  three  persons  during  the  year . Consents  are  reviewed  and 
granted  annually. 
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S UEEKVISION  OP  ML  LK  DI S TEI BUTI  ON 
POOD  & DRUGS  (ML LIC,  DAIRIES  & ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950 


During  the  year,  l6  samples  of  heat-treated  and  pasteurised  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

15  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

13  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  and 
were  also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

11  samples  were  taken  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

10  were  satisfactory,  Tubercle  Bacilli  being  present  in  1 sample-* 
Investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
and  his  final  report  stated  that  samples  of  milk  taken  for  biological 
test,  at  the  faun  in  question,  involving  18  cows,  were  certified 
non-tub  er  culous • 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(PASTEURISED  & STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949  - 1954 


Under  the  provisions  of  these  Regulations,  13  Dealer’s  Licences 
were  issued  to  sell  milk  as  "Pasteurised"  within  the  Council's 
Area.  One  Licence  wan  issued  to  sell  "T.T.  Pasteurised"  milk. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  7 Dairies  are 
Registered  within  the  Council's  Area. 


ICE-CREAM 

THE  POOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  193^  (SECTIONS  13,  14  & 37) 
THE  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC)  REGULATIONS, 

1947  TO  1952. 


A shop  was  Registered  under  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  during  1954.  All  samples  of  ice-cream 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis 
during  the  year,  were  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  ~]4  business  premises  were  on  the 
Department's  Register  as  Registered  under  the  Acts  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  and  6 business  premises  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ice-cream.  Manufacturers  locally  comply  with  the  Heat  Treatment 
Regulations. 
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MAES  TEG  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  near  Lletty  Brongu  were 
officially  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Councillor 
Stanley  Lewis,  J,P. , on  November  24th,  1954.  Amongst  those 
present  at  the  opening  ceremony  were  Members  and  Officials  of 
the  Maesteg  Council,  representatives  of  neighbouring  authorities, 
the  Consulting  Engineers,  and  Contractors. 

The  Disposal  Works  are  situated  amid  beautiful  rural 
surroundings  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Valley  and  designed  to  cater 
for  a population  of  27,000  and  a 3 Lw.f,  of  2,685,000  gallons 
per  day;  provision  being  made  for  dealing  with  an  ultimate 
population  of  31,200  by  the  construction  of  one  extension 
sedimentation  tank,  one  humus  tank  and  two  filters. 

All  flows  in  excess  of  these  figures  are  being  dealt  with 
in  storm  water  tanks  at  the  Old  Garth  Works  and  by  fourteen  storm 
water  overflows.  The  Works  consist  of 


Detritus  Channels,  mechanically  cleaned. 

Five  sedimentation  tanks,  53,900  cu.  ft.  capacity. 

Six  percolating  filters,  107  ft.  diameter  each, 

12,000  cu.  yds.  of  media. 

Five  humus  tanks,  23,500  ou.  ft.  capacity. 

Twenty-four  sludge  drying  beds,  5,  340  sq.  yds.  in  area. 


The  Old  Works  at  Pontrhydycyffe  and  Cwmfelin  were 
incorporated  into  the  main  sewer  for  treatment  at  the  new  Works. 

The  purity  of  effluent  is  satisfactory  and  pollution  of 
the  River  Llynfi  from  this  source  has  been  eliminated. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  Works,  Mr.  Daniel  Phillip 
Williams  was  appointed  Works  Manager. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


The  method  in  continuous  use  is  that  known  as  "ordinary 
tipping,  ■"  that  is,  the  refuse  is  tipped  on  either  low  lying  or 
marshy  land.  Although  unsightly  at  the  time  of  deposition  it 
has  the  advantage  of  reclaiming  a fairly  substantial  area  which 
can  later  be  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  etc. 
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